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Acquisition Costs 


The plan proposes to acquire a number of high value 
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properties, ~\ maskeits mel yustity thy, CYypPned 


a. Vie T. A. Yards-assessed at a little over $1 mil- 
lion dollars -or=semething|over $4.00 a square foot.) 
It may be preferable for the M. T. A. to handle 
their own land sales. 
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b. Properties the Dartmouth Ss ieee oo 


almost $1 million dollars in 
The possibilities of reducing this semewhat should 
be investigated. 

Cs pres South Department Area.s_{/Acquisition 
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It seems inconsistent 
to me to, on the one hand, say that land is so 


short in this area that we must build a parking 


garage while at tee “re time we are selling 
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public land -o ee for owen: I feel thae the 


be reserved for future hospital use. 


a. 


# 


seromenanae , 
\ 


Community Facilities ,Programs and Locations 
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A number of the school sites are inadequate in size, 
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Samp Ee oee ee the Hurley School witeme the site 


‘ogee should be extended from the School to 
Shawmut Avenue. Rather than acquiring this property, 
however, a separate playground is proposed on the 
other side of Shawmut Avenue which is too far away 
to be af use to the School. 


The Wea Banca t - 
A second school site which | is below shence re is the 


Trew..pancEro£t located on the oes of Dartmouth and 
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Tremont » Earlier oes“ school 
site along Tremont Street appear to have been abandoned. 
The new Hyde School in lower Roxbury has also been re- 
duced to a size below recommended standards. 

Park Spaces 

The plan shows no coherent distribution of open space, 
rather it seems to exist as $ left-over land occurring 
at places where no other development seemed feasible. 

It would be much more logical to tie in park space 

with other community facilities such as schools. It 

is also conceivable that some sites designed for housing 
should be used instead for open space. An effective 


park system will take additional design studies and 


also require some alteration in the clearance pattern. 
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Va The Library has been proposed for a location on 


Tremont at the corner of West Newton. I feel ets 
location is much too close to Copley Square, is not 
well-related to any commercial activity or pedestrian 
traffic. Location near Washington and Massachusetts 
Avenue would be farther away from the main library 
and might serve as one of the bridges between lower 
Roxbury and the rest of the South End. It should be 
incorporated either with shopping facilities or with 
the new Hyde School. fhe-pian-prepeses 

\- Post Office 
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Me The plan proposes a location at Tremont Street and 
West Newton. This ttoecation seems Wagy arbitrary in 
terms of the activities around it. The post office is 
essentially a commercial facility and should be ina 


commercial areamost logically along Washington Street. 


P- Swimming Pools and Skating Rinks 
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The plan now proposes one private swimming pool operated 
by the Boys' Club next to the O'Day Playground. It 
seems to me we should encourage at least one public 


swimming pool in the South End. Standard of distribution 
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for such a facility are somewhat indeterminate and 
their use depends largely on how well they are staffed 
and the hours they are opened. I feel that it is a mis- 
take to miss an opportunity to at least recommend a 
heavier concentration of this kind of facility, 
—hewewer, jn choosing a location, the South Cove 
CESS Hes Sheila be considered. I have previously 
recommended that a convertible year-round pool be built 
along the Dover Street in the new playground across from 
the Williams School. This playground located adjacent 
to industrial areas needs all the activity it can get 
Otherwise, it will become a dead spot for most hours 
of the day and be no better than the present Rotch 
Playground. This location will effectively serve both 
the South Cove and the South End Community. A similar 
facility also might well be built in the Carter Field 
although it does have the problem of being a segregated 
facideeys 
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The planned distribution of commercial facilities seems 
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aCe wan a It is possible, of course, to write 
development controls in such a way as to leave the final 
location*“ofthese to plan execution. However, there 
doesn't seem to be any real conceptual basis for the 
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developments with no parking. Building new stores along 
, obsolete patterns of development should not be encouraged. 
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, he commercial development around the Cathedral should 
be restudied. There seems to be no access to some of 
the buildings and almost no parking. Commercial activity 
is important in this location to serve the housing 
project but the parcelization is such as to make new 
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_.Areas for pega edeeel Rehabilitation, and Rehabilitation 
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.freatment 
One of South End's major problems is the interior of 
blocks and their alleys. The plan, at this stage, 


should at least make some attempt.r.+.2—axsger—seale 


to indicate how these are going to be treated wit ad nel , 
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some estimate of their cost. At oo present time, this 


has been completely ignored, and..dithink ha Rt aks 


solved the a potential 4 ive 
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have-net-been Ge “pe-demonserat 


The whole question 


of garbage collection, parking, pedestrian ways are 


ip. 


265 


elated to this problem. TistitutiTonaindevetopment 
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commented previously both on the future 

use of the South Department site and also the problems 

connected with the construction of a parking garage. 

Designs in relation to Northeastern and Community 

College cannot be done at the project level and 

probably central staff should assume some responsibility 
the 

in coordinating #his effort to get™more precise 


definition of the plans for these institutions. 


New Housing Sites 
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are A number of sites are proposed for development 


along Washington Street. I wonder if this is really 


zeceeneh l= ae as long as the elevated stays up. hs heir 
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the proposed new playground particularly bothers me 
in this respect. I am also concerned about the new 
housing proposed along parts of Tremont Street. The 3 = 
depth of these parcels is fairly eae amount | 
of traffic will be extremely heavy. ek don't seem 


to be particularly attractive housing sites. 


Industrial Development Pin” 
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“PreciSertEGUures..are,.Lacking, The proposed plan seems & ee 
§ 
to fudge on the needs of Green Shoe Company in order to a5 


increase the ma amount of housing that can be built in 


this area. I think the South End staff should demonstrate 
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ae 
clearly that the needs of this and other industries 
in the lower Roxbury area can be met amdmdene in a 


way that will not impinge on the proposed housing 
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The plan calls for a service road along the proposed 
Inner Belt. Is this likely to be included in the DPW 


design? If not, who will build and pay for it? 
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